Cyrus A. Chestnut	Page 2
Cyrus A. Chestnut
1 Richmond St, #2079 New Brunswick, NJ 08901 | 347-451-0721 
 cyrusantonio906@gmail.com | http://www.cyruschestnut.net

EDUCATION
Peabody Preparatory-Baltimore, Maryland						1972-1981
Certificate in Piano and Theory	

The Walden School-Vershire Center, Vermont		1981
Advanced Music Composition and Theory
Berklee College of Music-Boston, Massachusetts						1981-1985	
BA Jazz Composition and Arranging	

Piano Teachers			Coaches			                       Composition Teachers
	       Adah Jenkins
(Classical Piano Studies)
	      Jon Hendricks
	      Cindy Harcum 
(Classical Composition Studies)

	
Marie White 
(Classical Piano Studies)
	
Betty Carter
	
David Hogan 
(Classical Composition Studies)

	
Linda Lessey 
(Classical Piano Studies)
	
Michael Carvin
	
Phil Wilson 
(Jazz Composition Studies)

	
Marjorie Liss 
(Classical Piano Studies)
	
Jimmy Heath
	
Alex Elin 
(Jazz Composition Studies)

	
Michael Marra 
(Jazz Piano Studies)
	
	

	
Donald Brown 
(Jazz Piano Studies)
	
	


AWARDS
NAACP ACT-SO Award (Music Composition), NAACP		1981
Eubie Blake Scholarship Award, Eubie Blake Foundation		1984
Oscar Peterson Award, Berklee College of Music		1984 
Count Basie Award, Berklee College of Music		1983
Quincy Jones Award, Berklee College of Music		1982
Benny Golson Jazzmaster Award, Howard University
TEACHING AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Middlebury College-Middlebury, Vermont						1999-2001	
Curriculum: Jazz improvisation and performance techniques

Bethany Baptist Church-Baltimore, Maryland		1999-2008
Music Director

Central PA Friends of Jazz Camp-Harrisburg, Pennsylvania		2012
Curriculum: Jazz improvisation and performance techniques


Omaha Public Schools Jazz Camp		2013
Curriculum: Jazz Improvisation and performance techniques

Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead at the Kennedy Center		2015 - 2016
Curriculum: Jazz Performance and performance techniques

The Rimon School of Music, Tel Aviv, Israel                                   		2016
Curriculum: Jazz performance and performance techniques

Howard University, Washington, DC		2014-present
Curriculum: Jazz piano and Jazz improvisation

The Walden School, Dublin, NH
Performed benefit concert to raise funds for the school		2013

The Sitar Arts Center, Washington, DC		2015-2016
Mentored students in Jazz performance

The Abyssinian Baptist Church, Harlem, NY		2016
Performed an original cantata, “The Saga of the Cross’ to
Raise funds for the Reverend Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III 
Community and Educational Center
		
ARTISTIC COLLABORATIONS
	Jon Hendricks and Company
	Terence Blanchard
	George Adams
	Al Foster

	Branford Marsalis
	Jimmy Heath
	Dizzy Gillespie
	Ben Riley

	Donald Harrison
	Delfayo Marsalis
	Wynton Marsalis
	Buster Williams

	Chick Corea
Freddie Hubbard
	Ann Hampton Callaway
	Betty Carter
Dianne Reeves
	Lewis Nash
Benny Golson

	      Joe Williams
	Isaac Hayes
	Bob Cranshaw
	Sadao Watanabe

	Aretha Franklin
	Bette Midler
	Elvin Jones
	Roy Hargrove

	Chaka Khan
	John Lewis
	Junior Mance
	Johnny Griffin

	John Lee
	James Carter
	Curtis Lundy
	Ray Bryant

	Freddie Hubbard
	Ron Carter
	Victor Lewis
	Lenny White

	Kenny Barron
	Freddie Cole
	Grady Tate
	Joe Henderson

	Stanley Turrentine
Tommy Flanagan
Brian McKnight
	George Mraz
Billy Higgins
Vanessa Williams

	Turtle Island Quartet
Anita Baker
The Manhattan Transfer
	James Moody
Dee Dee Bridgewater
Christian McBride

	*Kathleen Battle (Acted as Music Director for “So Many Stars” and “Underground Railroad”)


FESTIVAL Performance Experience as a Leader
Highlights Include: Montreux Jazz Festival, North Sea Jazz Festival, Montreal Jazz Festival, Umbria Jazz Festival, Monterey Jazz Festival, Saint- Louis (Senegal) Jazz Festival, Monty Alexander Jazz Festival, New Orleans Jazz Fest, Baton Rouge River City Jazzmasters, Chicago Jazz Festival, Ravinia Jazz Festval,  and the St. Lucia Jazz Festival
Recordings as a leader
There’s A Brighter Day Coming (self produced)		1989
The Nutman Speaks (Pony Canyon)		1992
The Nutman Speaks Again (Pony Canyon)		1992
Another Direction (Evidence)		1993
Revelation (Atlantic)		1994
The Dark Before the Dawn (Atlantic)		1995
Earth Stories (Atlantic)		1996
Blessed Quietness: Collection of Hymns, Spirituals, and Carols (Atlantic)		1996
Cyrus Chestnut (Atlantic)		1998
A Charlie Brown Christmas (Atlantic)		2000
Soul Food (Atlantic)		2001
You Are My Sunshine (Warner Bros)		2003
Genuine Chestnut (Telarc)		2006
Cyrus Plays Elvis (Koch)		2007
Black Nile (Grave News)		2008
Spirit (Jazz Legacy)		2009
Journeys (Jazz Legacy)		2010
Moonlight Sonata (Venus)		2011
The Cyrus Chestnut Quartet (WJ3)		2012
Soul Brother Cool (WJ3)		2013
Midnight Melodies (Smoke Sessions)		2014
A Million Colors In Your Mind (High Note)		2015
Natural Essence (High Note)		2016
There’s A Sweet Sweet Spirit (High Note)		2017
Kaleidoscope (High Note)		2018

MEDIA
Kansas City		1996
      Directed by Robert Altman, Film, Artist Appearance, 116 minutes

Piano Grand: A Smithsonian Celebration		2000
      DVD Film, Artist Appearance, 116 minutes

“Cyrus Chestnut Shows He's a Jazz Anachronism”					2006
New York Times, Newspaper Article, July 8, 2006
There are numerous articles online (reviews of performances and records) 
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