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Undergraduate:  University of Denver 

 

Ph.D.:          Graduate School of International Studies 

                    University of Denver, August, 1978 

 

III. ACADEMIC FIELDS OF INTEREST 

 

  a.  Methodology:  including public opinion surveys and statistical analysis. 

 

  b.  Legal Studies:  including juror decision making processes and jury composition. 

 

IV. RECENT AWARDS 

 

2021-2022 Howard University, College of Arts and Sciences Outstanding Teaching Award (Full 

Professor) 

 

V. BOOKS 

 

Seltzer, R. (2022). US Public Opinion Since the 1930s: Galluping through History, Lanham: 

Lexington Books. 

 

Smith, Robert and R. Seltzer (2015). Polarization and the Presidency: From FDR to Barack 

Obama, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. This book was selected by Choice as an 

Outstanding Academic Book for 2015. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Holona LeAnne Ochs (2010). Getting a Cut:  A Contextual Understanding of 

Commission Systems, Lanham: Lexington Books. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Holona LeAnne Ochs (2010). Gratuity: A Contextual Understanding of Tipping 

Norms from the Perspective of Tipped Employees, Lanham: Lexington Books. 
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Seltzer, R. and Nicole Johnson (2009). Experiencing Racism: Exploring Discrimination through 

the Eyes of College Students, Lanham: Lexington Books. 

 

Smith, Robert and R. Seltzer (2001). Contemporary Controversies and the American Racial 

Divide. Lanham:  Rowman & Littlefield. 

 

Seltzer, R., Jody Newman, and Melissa Leighton (1997).  Sex as a Political Variable: Women as 

Candidates and Voters in U.S. Elections. Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers.  This book was 

selected by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Book for 1998. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1996). Mistakes That Social Scientists Make: Error and Redemption in the Research 

Process. New York: St. Martin's Press.  

 

Smith, Robert C. and R. Seltzer (1992).  Race, Class, and Culture: A Study in Afro-American 

Mass Opinion. Albany: State University of New York Press. In 1995 the book was the recipient 

of the Outstanding Book award of the National Conference of Black Political Scientists. 

 

VI. OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 

R.C. Smith, R. Seltzer & A. Best (2023), White Supremacist and Racist Opinion in America 

1940s–2018. National Review of Black Politics, 4, 100-115. 

 

R. Seltzer and R. Smith (2023). Understanding the Changing Demographic Basis of White 

Opposition on Race, 1940s-2018.  In A. Akande (ed.). Globalization, Human Rights and 

Populism. Springer. 

 

G. Gray and R. Seltzer (2023). Public Perception of Race Relations During the Obama Era. In A. 

Akande (ed.). Politics Between Nations, Contributions to International Relations. 

 

C.M. Shinault and R. Seltzer (2019). Whose Turf, whose Town? Race, Status, and Attitudes of 

Washington DC Residents toward Gentrification. Journal of African American Studies, 19, 1-20. 

 

R. Seltzer and J.W. Hutto (2016). The Effect of Race, Partisanship, and Income on Perceptions 

of the Economy before and after the Election of Barack Obama. The Social Science Journal, 53, 

346-356. 

 

C.M. Shinault and R. Seltzer (2016). Crossing the Mason Dixon Versus the Rio Grande: 

Evaluating the Effect of Race on Attitudes Toward Immigration Policy. The National Political 

Science Review, 18, 53-77. 

 

R. Seltzer, R. Canan, M. Cannon and H. Hansberry (2016). Legal Standards by the Numbers: 

Quantifying Burdens of Proof or a Search for Fools Gold. Judicature, 100, 57-66. 
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Ilo, Saidat and R. Seltzer (2015). Gender in the Midst of Change: Examining Rights of Muslim 

Women in Predominately Muslim Countries. Journal of International Women’s Studies, 16, 48-

69. 

 

Hutto, Jonathan B. and R. Seltzer (2015). Same-Sex Marriage in Maryland: The Saliency of 

Religiosity in Determining Voter Support. The Journal for the Sociological Integration of 

Religion and Society, 5:2, 14-30. 

 

Jordan-Zachary, Julia and R. Seltzer (2012). Responses to Affirmative Action: Is there a 

Question Order Affect? The Social Science Journal, 49, 119-126. 

 

Block, Jr. Ray and R. Seltzer (2012).  Understanding the Complex Influence of Religiosity on 

the Race Gap in Support for Proposition 8. Review of European Studies, 4, 77-83. 

 

Seltzer, R., S. Franklin and J. Davis (2007). Symbolic Linkages and the Congressional Black 

Caucus.  In J. Davis (Ed.) Perspectives in Black Politics and Black Leadership (pp. 143-160). 

Lanham, University Press of America. 

 

Franklin, Sekou M. and R. Seltzer (2007). Race, Preemption, and Autonomy in the District of 

Columbia. National Political Science Review, 11, 377-391. 

 

Smith, Robert and R. Seltzer (2007). The Deck is the Sea: The African American Vote in the 

Presidential Elections of 2000 and 2004. National Political Science Review, 11, 253-269. 

 

Seltzer, R. (2006). Scientific Jury Selection: Does it Work? Journal of Applied Social 

Psychology, 36:10, 2417-2435.  

 

Seltzer, R. and Rhea Roper-Nedd (2006, March) Short on Confidence: Changes in Attitudes 

toward American Institutions and Occupations, Public Opinion. 

http://publicopinionpros.com/features/2006/mar/seltzer.asp. 

 

Seltzer, R.  (2005). Nonresponse in Telephone Surveys: The Reporting of Outcome Measures. 

American Statistical Association, 2005 ASA Proceedings.  A version of this article was given as 

a paper at the 2005 AAPOR conference. 

 

Franklin, Sekou and R. Seltzer (2002).Conflicts in the Coalition:  Challenges to Black and Latino 

Political Alliances, The Western Journal of Black Studies. 26:2, 75-88. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1999). The Vanishing Juror:  Why Are There Not Enough Available Jurors? The 

Justice System Journal, 20:3, 203-218. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1997, December).  Summary Report of Non-Response Juror Study: Washington, 

D.C., Council for Court Excellence. 

http://publicopinionpros.com/features/2006/mar/seltzer.asp
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Seltzer, R. and Daryl Spooner (1997).  Street Vending in the District of Columbia. Government 

and Politics Journal, Fall, 91-93.  

 

Seltzer, R., John Copacino and Diana Roberto Donahoe (1996). Fair Cross-Section Challenges in 

Maryland: An Analysis and Proposal. University of Baltimore Law Review 35:2, 127-167. 

 

Seltzer, R., Sucre Alonè and Gwendolyn Howard (1996).  Police Satisfaction with Their Jobs: 

Arresting Officers in the District of Columbia. Police Studies. 19:4, 25-37. 

 

Seltzer, R., Michael Frazier and Irelene Ricks (1995). Multiculturalism, Race, and Education.  

Journal of Negro Education. 64:2, 124-140.  

 

Seltzer, R., Marjorie Lawrence and Gwendolyn Howard (1995). Attitudes of Arresting Officers 

in the District of Columbia.  Government & Politics 1:4, 60-63. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1993).  AIDS, Public Opinion, and Changing Correlates Over Time. Journal of 

Homosexuality 26:1, 85-97. 

 

Seltzer, R., Betsy Biben and Richard Seligman (1992). Public Attitudes Toward Mandatory and 

Alternative Sentencing in the District of Columbia, A Paper of the Sentencing Project, 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1992).  The Social Location of Those Holding Anti-Homosexual Attitudes. Sex Roles 

26:9-10, 391-398. 

 

Seltzer, R., Mark A. Venuti and Grace M. Lopes (1991).  Juror Honesty During the Voir Dire.  

Journal of Criminal Justice. 19:5, 451-462. Reprinted in Douglas Koski, The Jury Trial in 

Criminal Justice, Carolina Academic Press, 2003. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Wayne Glass (1991). International Politics and Judging in Olympic Skating 

Events: 1968-1988. Journal of Sports Behavior. 14:3, 189-200. 

 

Stroman, Carolyn and R. Seltzer (1991). Racial Differences in Coping With Job Stress: A 

Research Note. Journal of Social Behavior and Personality.  6:7, 309-318. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Robert C. Smith (1991).  Color Differences in the Afro-American Community 

and the Differences They Make. Journal of Black Studies. 21:3, 279-286. 

 

Seltzer, R., Mark A. Venuti, and Grace M. Lopes (1990).  Juror Ability to Recognize the 

Limitations of Eyewitness Identifications.  Forensic Reports. 3:2, 121-127. 
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Seltzer, R. and Carolyn Stroman (1990). Public Attitudes Toward the Drug Problem and Possible 

Solutions in the District of Columbia.  Occasional Paper No. 32 of Institute for Urban Affairs 

and Research.  

 

Seltzer, R. and Carolyn Stroman (1989). Question Order Effects on Attitudes Toward AIDS:  A 

Research Note. AIDS and Public Policy Journal. 4:4, 224-228. 

 

Stroman, Carolyn and R. Seltzer (1989). Media Use and Knowledge of AIDS. Journalism 

Quarterly.  66:4, 881-887.  

 

Shadid, Mohammed and R. Seltzer (1989). Growth in Islamic Fundamentalism:  The Case of 

Palestine. Sociological Analysis. 50:3, 291-298. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1989). Race, Age, Education and Knowledge of AIDS. Sociology and Social 

Research. 73:4, 189-193. 

 

Shadid, Mohammed and R. Seltzer (1989).  Student-Youth Differences Among Palestinians in 

the West Bank.  Youth and Society. 20:4, 445-460. 

 

Gilliam, Aisha and R. Seltzer (1989).  The Efficacy of Educational Movies on AIDS Among 

College Students. Journal of American College Health. 37:6, 261-265. 

 

Seltzer, R. Aisha Gilliam, and Carolyn Stroman (1988). Public Perceptions of AIDS in the 

District of Columbia: Knowledge and Attitudes.  Occasional Paper of Institute for Urban Affairs 

and Research.  

 

Stroman, Carolyn and R. Seltzer (1988).  Knowledge of AIDS in the Black Community of the 

District of Columbia. Urban Research Review.  11:4, 5-7, 13. 

 

Shadid, Mohammed and R. Seltzer (1988). Political Attitudes of Palestinians in the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip.  The Middle East Journal. 42:1, 16-32. 

 

Shadid, Mohammed and R. Seltzer (1988). Trends in Palestinian Nationalism:  Moderate, 

Radical, and Religious Alternatives.  Journal of South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies. 11:4, 

54-69. 

 

Seltzer, R.and Robert C. Smith (1988). Racial Differences and Intraracial Differences Among 

Blacks in Attitudes Toward AIDS.  AIDS & Public Policy Journal. 3:3, 31-35. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Carolyn Stroman (1987).  Open-Ended v. Close-Ended Questions: A 

Methodological Note. Urban Research Review. 11:2, 11-12. 
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Yirga, Hailu, R. Seltzer, and William Ellis (1987).  Comparing Scientific Attitudes of Natural 

and Social Scientists.  Sociology and Social Research. 71:3, 249-251. 

 

McCormick, Joseph P. and R. Seltzer (1987). Black and White Perceptions of Housing Related 

Problems and the Policy Options that they Recommend. Western Journal of Black Studies.  11:3, 

132-139. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Robert C. Smith (1987). Race and Alienation: A Multidimensional Analysis.   

New England Journal of Black Studies.  6, 12-28. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Joseph P. McCormick (1987). The Impact of Crime Victimization and Fear of 

Crime on Attitudes Toward Death Penalty Defendants.  Violence and Victims.  2:1, 99-114. 

 

Seltzer, R., Grace M. Lopes, Marshall Dayan, and Russell F. Canan (1986). The Effect of Death 

Qualification on the Propensity of Jurors to Convict:  The Maryland Example.  Howard Univer-

sity Law Journal. 29:4, 571-607. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Grace M. Lopes (1986). The Ku Klux Klan: Reasons for Support or Opposition 

Among White Respondents.  Journal of Black Studies.  17:1, 91-109. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Edward Thompson (1985). Attitudes in the Nation's Capitol Toward 

Discrimination and Affirmative Action for Minorities and Women.  Occasional Paper of 

the Institute for Urban Affairs and Research.  Howard University.   

 

Seltzer, R. and Robert C. Smith (1985).  Race and Civil Liberties.  Social Science Quarterly.  

66:1, 55-162. 

 

Stroman, Carolyn and R. Seltzer (1985). Media Use and Perceptions of Crime. Journalism 

Quarterly. 62:2, 340-345. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Robert C. Smith (1985). Race and Ideology: A Research Note Measuring 

Liberalism and Conservatism in Black America.  Phylon.  46:2,  98-105. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1984). An Empirical Examination of Support for the Death Penalty: The Case of 

Two Maryland Counties.  Monograph of NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund.  1984. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Charles F. Turner (1983). Estimating the Effects of Interviewer Characteristics in 

Survey Responses:  Race and Gender in a Telephone Survey. Working Paper No. 83-4.  Center 

for Survey Research (University of Massachusetts and the Joint Center for Urban Studies at MIT 

and Harvard University).  

 

Seltzer, R. (1983). Sponsorship Effects in an Attitudinal Survey.  Political Methodology.  9:4, 

447-453. 
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Seltzer, R. (1982, May/June). Survey Finds Extensive Klan Sympathy.  Poverty Law Report.  

Southern Poverty Law Center. 10:3, 1ff. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Charles F. Turner (1981). Racism, Police Brutality, and the Trial of Terrence 

Johnson.  Insurgent Sociologist.  10:4, 67-74. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1979).  An Analysis of the Empirical Evidence on the Origins of American 

Imperialism:  1871-1900.  Review of Radical Political Economy. 11:4, 101-111. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1978). The Development of Crisis in the United States. in URPE, U.S. Capitalism in 

Crisis.  (New York:  Monthly Review Press, 1978). pp. 35-45, 344-346.  A version of this article 

also appeared in Economic Forum, (1977), formerly:  Intermountain Economic Review. 8:1, 

48-61. 

 

Seltzer, R. (1978). A Five-School Typology of Theorists of the Origins of American 

Imperialism, 1870-1901.  Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Denver. 

 

VII. PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES AND SELECTED REPORTS 

 

Pashayan, Angela and R. Seltzer, Politics and International Development in African Slums; 

effectiveness in Nairobi, Kenya, Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 

Convention, Atlanta, Chicago, Illinois, April 16-19, 2020 

 

Smith, Robert and R. Seltzer, White Supremacist and Racist Opinion in America 

1940s – 2018: A New Look at the Data, Paper presented at the National Conference of Black 

Political Scientists Annual Convention, Atlanta, Georgia, March 11-14, 2020. 

 

Pashayan, Angela and R. Seltzer, Mukuru Slum Dwellers in Nairobi, Kenya: on poverty, 

development and self-reliance, Paper presented at the National Conference of Black Political 

Scientists Annual Convention, Atlanta, Georgia, March 11-14, 2020. 

 

Bell, Aaron and R. Seltzer, How Republican are Black Republicans, Really? Examining the 

Political, Social, and Economic  Attitudes of Black Republicans in North Carolina during the 

2016 Presidential Election, Paper presented at the 2020 National Conference of Black Political 

Scientists Annual Convention, Atlanta, Georgia, March 11-14, 2020. 

 

Pashayan, Angela and R. Seltzer, Livelihoods in the slums of Kenya; a case study on 

perspectives of development professionals, Paper presented at the Global Academic Research 

Institute – International Conference on African Studies (ICAS 2020), February 27-28, 2020 - 

Pretoria, South Africa. 
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Bell, Aaron and R. Seltzer, Examining the Political, Social, and Economic Attitudes of Black 

Republicans in NC during the 2016 Presidential Election, Paper presented at the 2018 National 

Conference of Black Political Scientists Annual Convention, Chicago, Illinois, March 17, 2018. 

 

Thomas, Malcolm and R. Seltzer, Political Socialization at Howard University: How Howard 

University impacts the Black Political Ideology of its Students, Paper presented at the 2018 

National Conference of Black Political Scientists Annual Convention, Chicago, Illinois, March 

16, 2018. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Jonathan Hutto, The Effect of Race, Partisanship and Income on Perceptions of 

the Economy: Before and After the Election of Barack Obama, Paper presented at National 

Conference of Black Political Scientists convention, Wilmington, Delaware, March 13, 2014. 

 

Hutto, Jonathan and R. Seltzer, Same Sex Marriage in Maryland: The Saliency of Religiosity in 

Determining Voter Support, Paper presented at National Conference of Black Political Scientists 

convention, Wilmington, Delaware, March 15, 2014. 

 

Shinault, Carley M. and R. Seltzer, Crossing the Mason Dixon v. The Rio Grande: Evaluating 

the Effect of Race on Attitudes toward Immigration Policy. Paper presented at Southern Political 

Science Association convention, New Orleans, Louisiana, January 10, 2014. 

 

Ilo, Saidat and R. Seltzer, Gender in the Midst of Change: Examining the Status of Muslim 

Women in Predominately Muslim Countries, Paper presented at American Political Science 

Association convention, Chicago, Illinois, August 31, 2013. 

 

Seltzer, R. Tracking the Source of Measurement Error (2013). Available at SSRN: 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2272111. 

 

Smith, Robert and R. Seltzer, Red, Blue, Black and Gray: Polarization and the Presidency from 

FDR to Barack Obama, Paper presented at National Conference of Black Political Scientists 

convention, Las Vegas, Nevada, March 14-17, 2012. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Y. Curtis, The Reliability of Coding Open-Ended Responses (written 2009, 

submitted SSRN: 2012). Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2002000 

 

Seltzer, R., Racial Discrimination and the Exercise of Peremptory Challenges (written 2003, 

submitted SSRN: 2012). Available at SSRN:http://ssrn.com/abstract=2002015 

 

Seltzer, R. and Y. Curtis, Translation of Verbal and Attitudinal Expressions into Numeric 

Probabilities, Paper presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research Convention, 

Anaheim, California, May 20, 2007. 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=2002000
http://ssrn.com/abstract=2002015
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Seltzer, R. Nonresponse in Telephone Surveys: The Reporting of Outcome Measures, Paper 

presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research Convention, Miami, Florida, 

May 13, 2005. 

 

Seltzer, R. and R. Roper. Changes in Attitudes toward American Institutions and Occupations, 

Paper presented at American Association for Public Opinion Research Convention, Miami, 

Florida, May 13, 2005. 

 

Williams II, Ronald and R. Seltzer.  Testing the Cosby Thesis: An Empirical Analysis of the 

Allegations Made by Dr. William H. Cosby about African American Youth, Paper presented at 

National Conference of Black Political Scientists Convention, Arlington, Virginia, March 23-26, 

2005. 

 

Franklin, Sekou and R. Seltzer. The Paradoxes of Enclave Federalism in the District of 

Columbia: Race, Class, Political Culture, Home Rule and Statehood, Paper presented at the 

Midwest Political Science Association Convention, Chicago, Illinois, April 25-28, 2002. 

 

R. Seltzer & John Davis. Attitudes Toward School Vouchers in the District of Columbia, Paper 

presented at Annual Meeting of the National Conference of Black Political Scientists.  

Washington, D.C., March 9, 2000. 

 

Alexander, Carolyn, R. Seltzer & Debra Bright.  Combating Violence Against Women Within 

Hotspot Communities, A Report to the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention 

(Maryland), December, 1999. 

 

Seltzer, R. Voir Dire in the District of Columbia:  Empirical Findings.  Presentation at Annual 

Meeting of District of Columbia Bar.  Washington, D.C. June 20. 1989. 

 

Smith, Robert C. and R. Seltzer. Class and the Patterning of Racial Differences in Mass Opinion. 

 Paper presented at Annual Meeting of the National Conference of Black Political Scientists.  

Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  March 15-17, 1989. 

 

Stroman, Carolyn and R. Seltzer.  Mass Communication and Knowledge of AIDS.  Paper 

presented at 17th Annual Communication Conference.  Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

October 28, 1988. 

 

Gilliam, Aisha and R. Seltzer. The Efficacy of Educational Films on AIDS Among College Stu-

dents. Paper presented at the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 

Dance - Eastern District Association. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  March 19, 1988. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Robert C. Smith. Color Differences in the Afro-American Community and the 

Differences They Make.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Conference of 

Black Political Scientists.  Atlanta, Georgia.  April 23, 1987. 
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Seltzer, R. Juror Appraisal of Jury Service in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia.  A 

report to the Superior Court of the District of Columbia.  November, 1987. 

 

Seltzer, R. Juror Perception of Death Penalty Trials.  A report to the Office of the Public 

Defender of Maryland. October, 1987. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Aisha Gilliam. AIDS at Howard University:  Attitudes and Knowledge of Stu-

dents.  A report to the Howard University Administration.  July, 1987.   

 

Smith, Robert C. and R. Seltzer.  Race and Ideology:  Patterns of Issue Differentiation.  Paper 

presented at Annual Meeting of the National Conference of Black Political Scientists.  

Washington, D.C. April 19, 1984.  

 

Seltzer, R. and Earl Wright.  Attitudes of Students and Residents of Washington, D.C. Toward 

Howard University.  A report to the Howard University Administration.  1984. 

 

Seltzer, R. The Social Location of Attitudes Toward the Ku Klux Klan.  Paper presented at the 

Union Radical Political Economists National Convention.  Washington, D.C. August 26, 1983. 

 

Seltzer, R. Joseph McCormick, and Walter Hill. Housing Conditions and Attitudes Toward 

Housing and Related Issues in Washington, D.C. monograph available by writing the authors at 

the Department of Political Science at Howard University. 1981. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Dan Rodriguez.  Conflicts in Consumer Coops:  A Survey of the Common 

Market Food Coop.  Paper presented at the 4th Annual Conference on Utopian Studies.  Denver, 

Colorado.  October 12, 1979. 

 

Seltzer, R. An Example of the Use of Exploratory Data Analysis: Multinational Corporations.  

Paper presented at International Studies Association/West Convention.  San Francisco, 

California.  March 20, 1976. 

 

Seltzer, R. and Baldave Singh. The Effects of Social Criteria on University Investment Portfolios 

as They Relate to Southern Africa and the Native American Reservations.  Paper presented at the 

African Studies Convention. Chicago, Illinois.  November 2, 1974. 


