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Her most recent publication, Black Hands, White House: Slave Labor and the Making of 

America (Fortress Press, Nov 2021), documents and appraises the role enslaved women and men 

played in building the U.S. and its physical and fiscal infrastructure. The manuscript highlights 

the material commodities produced by enslaved communities during the Transatlantic Slave 

Trade that enriched European and U.S. economies and contributed to the material and monetary 

wealth of the nation's founders, other early European immigrants, and their descendants. Given 

the enslaved community's contribution to the U.S., Black Hands questions the absence of 

memorials (e.g., stand-alone monuments) on the National Mall that honor enslaved Black-bodied 

people. Harrison calls for a particular kind of Enslaved Labor Memorial to redress the nation's 

historical disregard for Black people and America's role in their forced migration, violent 

subjugation, and free labor.  
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in Antebellum America (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009) and Engaged Teaching in Theology and 
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