Short Biography

Sipho Sithole (PhD) is a Lecturer in the Dept of World Languages & Cultures at Howard
University, Washington D.C., and a Research Associate at the University of Johannesburg. He is
the author of several publications, including his recent 3-times nominated seminal book ‘Maye
Maye: The history and heritage of the Kwa Mai Mai Market, published by Jacana Media in 2023.
His book plots, historically, the journey of the birds of passage — the migrants — and their refusal
to fly away a city that pretended they did not exist. His research interests are music and society,
culture and celebration, language and identity, marginality and belonging, migration and
integration, as well post coloniality and re-imagining. Dr. Sithole is a regular commentator and
analyst on culture and celebration, the creative economy, and cultural expressions.

Dr Sithole holds a PhD in Anthropology from the University of the Witwatersrand, RSA, an MSc
from the London School of Economics and Political Science (University of London), UK, and a
BSc degree in Political Science and International Relations from Lincoln University of
Pennsylvania, USA.

Dr Sipho Sithole’s experience cuts across from occupying executive positions in strategy, human
resources, marketing, and communication, in various sectors including aviation and airport
operations, rail and road passenger services, telecommunications, public broadcasting, and the arts.
As a non-executive director, Dr Sithole has sat on various boards in aviation, financial services,
entertainment, film distribution/exhibition, as well as music and culture.



